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“People keep asking me, 
“Where’s your brother?’.” It’s 
1972, and Edgar Winter’s White 
Trash is playing at New York’s 
Apollo Theater. No sooner 
do these words escape Edgar 
Winter’s mouth then does his 
brother, Johnny Winter, take the 
stage for the first time in almost 
a year. The crowd erupts into an 
explosion of thrilled cheers as 
Johnny begins an unforgettably 
dynamic performance of “Rock 
and Roll Hoochie Koo.” 

I wasn’t even born at the time, 
but this transcendent artist, 
Johnny Winter, is still dazzling 
crowds over three decades later. 
And I’ve even had the honor to 
meet the legend himself. But 
more on that later. 

John Dawson Winter II was 
born in Beaumont, Texas on 
February 23, 1944. Brother 
Edgar was born three years later. 
The brothers Winter, influenced 
by the sounds of the blues, 
country, rock and roll and Cajun 
music, began their music careers 
ogether, playing in talent shows 
and for local TV stations as 
children. In 1959, the brothers 
raveled to New York City to 
audition for Ted Mack’s Original 
Amateur Hour. During the early 
60’s, Johnny and Edgar released 
heir singles “School Day Blues” 
and “You Know I Love You”, on 
Dart Records, based out of Hous- 
‘on, Texas. As a young teenager, 
Johnny formed his first band, 
Johnny and the Jammers, with 
Edgar on piano. 

The brothers have collaborated 
musically off and on 
throughout their BS 
careers, and even 


grabbing blues and raw rock and 
roll. Due to my long-felt connec- 
tion with, and partiality toward 
these latter musical genres, as 
well as my parents’ record col- 
lection, Johnny is not only my 
favorite Winter, but one of 
my all time favorite 
musicians. 


One could say 
toured together Johnny has 
as recently as last done it all: It’s 
summer. Argu- reported that 
ably their best in 1962 he and 
collaboration, Edgar went to 
Johnny and see B.B. King 
Edgar Winter: perform at 
Together, = the Raven 
releasedin Arie FONEME in Beau- 
1976, is com- B mont. 
prised of old S ta ff Vt iter “After much 


rock standards 

saturated with Winter style. 
However, their individual styles 
are mutually distinct, which has 
given way to widespread success 
for each brother. Edgar, probably 
most commercially recognized 
for The Edgar Winter Group’s 
1972 release They Only Come 
Out at Night, featuring the hit 
“Frankenstein”, has popular- 
ized a jazzy and electronically- 
charged sound throughout the 
years, while Johnny’s music 
includes both the sounds of gut- 


persuasion, King 
finally agreed to let Johnny on 
stage to play, even allowing him 
to use his (King’s) guitar. Johnny 
received a standing ovation from 
Edgar and the otherwise all-black 
crowd. Perhaps this is where his 
reputation as the “whitest blues 
musician” began. The same year 
he signed on with Columbia 
Records, he also performed at 
Woodstock. Incredibly, Johnny’s 
slot is absent from those featured 
on the Woodstock documentary, 
although his truly “mean” per- 


Jesus was bold in 
dying for us 


Be bold in living for Him. 
Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. 


www.heartlandparishes.org 


formance of “Mean Town Blues” 
from the festival can be found on 
YouTube. Over the years Johnny 
has played with music legends 
such as the aforementioned B.B. 
King, Buddy Guy, Eric Clapton, 
Freddie King, Jimi Hendrix and 
Muddy Waters. 

Johnny Winter’s current band 
is composed of himself and three 
other wickedly talented musi- 
cians: guitarist Paul Nelson, bass 
player Scott Spray, and drum- 
mer Tony Beard. I’ve seen them 
hree times in person. My first 
concert was in Kansas City, Mis- 
souri, at Knucklehead’s Saloon 
in the summer of 2006. Johnny 
performed a non-stop flow of 
hits, old and new, all terrifically 
jaw-dropping. My dad and I were 
able to make our way through 
he crowd, finally settling about 
hree feet away from the master 
guitar player. Johnny’s playing 
ooks effortless but sounds any- 
hing but. His fingers march and 
bend up and down the neck of 
his guitar, pausing along the way 
0 produce a mixture of sweet 
and hard-hitting notes. His slide 
guitar playing is pure magic; 
Johnny transforms the guitar 
into a wailing blues demon of 
sorts, with rapid changes in pitch 
and speed. His signature growl 
remains intact and his singing 
makes one realize just why they 
love the blues. 

The summer of 2007 dealt a 
hand of the best kind of dumb 
luck. In July, my family and I 
traveled to Omaha, Nebr., to a 
blues festival in which Johnny 
was a main headliner. Dad and 
I met Johnny’s road manager, 
Mojo, in the hotel restaurant the 
day of the concert and talked 
about possibly meeting Johnny 
that evening. Later in the day, 


“Still Alive and Well” 


A look at 


my dad, brother and I obtained 
backstage passes from a gen- 
erous concert promoter, Jeff 
Davis. Thanks to these passes, 
we enjoyed side-stage seating, 
as well as conversations with 
the Philip Sayce band, the Kris 
Lager Band, as well as Johnny’s 
band. However, our wish to meet 
Johnny himself did not material- 
ize, at least not that day. 

Later that month as I was surf- 
ing the official Johnny Winter 
website, I discovered he would 
be playing at Knucklehead’s in 
August. Dad and I jumped at the 
chance to see Johnny twice in the 
same summer. So we returned 
to Knucklehead’s, its feel-good 
atmosphere welcoming us back. I 
ran into Mojo before the concert 
as I was getting burgers from the 
bar. He remembered Dad and I 
from Omaha and even came over 
to where Dad and I were sitting 
before the concert to shoot the 
breeze a bit. Johnny and his band 
sounded exceptionally tight this 
evening, and as with the previous 
two concerts, an entirely differ- 
ent consciousness took hold and 
wouldn’t let go. 

After each show, fans gather 
outside of Johnny’s RV to get 
an autograph, which is obtained 
through Mojo, who gathers piec- 
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the legendary Johnny Winter 


es of paper, shirts and albums 
and takes them inside the RV 
for Johnny to sign. As Dad and I 
waited among the crowd, Mojo 
appeared at the door of the RV. 
He pointed to my dad and me 
and said, “You two, come on,” 
motioning for us to come into 
the RV. We looked at each other, 
then around, not quite believing 
Mojo would invite anyone into 
Johnny’s RV. “Yeah, you two!” 
Mojo exclaimed. 

And then there we were, face 
to face with Johnny Winter and 
totally dumbstruck. Thankfully, 
Mojo did most of the talking, 
telling Johnny how Dad and I 
had come to the Omaha show 
earlier in the summer and now 
to Knucklehead’s. “You’ve 
got some pretty big fans here, 
Johnny,” he said. Getting ready 
to exit the RV, the only words we 
could utter were, “Thank you, 
Johnny.” In his Texan lilt, Johnny 
replied, “Well, thank you.” 

Johnny is certainly still alive 
and well, as his 1973 album 
proclaims. Johnny has always 
returned, whether by the sum- 
moning words of brother Edgar 
back in 1972 at the Apollo, or by 
the cheers of fans hungry for the 
blues in the Midwest. Thank you, 
Johnny. 


Top ten suggested songs written 
and/or performed by Johnny Winter: 
1. Ain’t Nothin’ To Me 
2. Highway 61 Revisited 
3. It’s My Own Fault 
4. Good Morning Little School Girl 
5. Bony Moronie 
6. Too Much Seconal 
7. Mean Town Blues 
8. Johnny Guitar 
9. Cheap Tequila 
10. Still Alive and Well 
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Slimming down food stamps 


Taxpayer money should not go towards junk food 


Soda pop. Potato chips. Candy. Pork rinds. 

What do all these foods have in common? 
Besides being totally unhealthy, all of the above are 
also food stamp eligible. 

In other words, millions of U.S. taxpayer dol- 
lars are going to feed the junk food addictions of 
our nation’s poorest. And this is for a program 
designed to help “low-income people — 
and families buy the food they need 
for good health,” according to 
the USDA website. 

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven- 
tion, illnesses attributed to obe- 
sity accounted for 9.1 percent 


= eligible. 
\\ However, I would say all of these prod- 


but I’m willing to bet the majority of that money 
goes straight to the pop, chip and candy isles. 

And even if the majority of people on food 
stamps did buy healthy food, why should junk food 
even be an option? 

Toilet paper. Deodorant. Tooth paste. Shampoo. 

What do these have in common? 

None of the above products are food stamp 


ucts are much more essential to “good 
health” than pork rinds and candy. 

It is not that I oppose a person’s right to 
eat junk food if they want. Heck, I love 
junk food. I just don’t think the taxpay- 


of all U.S. medical expenses 
($78.5 billion) in 1998. Half 
of those costs were billed to 
Medicare and Medicaid. 

John Q. Taxpayer is getting 
drilled both ways. 


Granted, you can buy fruits, vegetables, milk, 
bread and other healthy products with food stamps, 
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ers should be footing the bill. 
Food stamps don’t cover alcohol or 

cigarettes. People have to pay for those 

products out of their own pockets. 
Junk food should be the same. 

Obesity is a big enough problem in 

this country right now. Our food stamp program is 

only making it worse. Cut the junk out. 


24-Hour news: Plenty of talking heads, little substance 


In the movie Office Space, there is 
a scene where Peter Gibbons tells his 
hypnotherapist that each day is worse than 
the day before, so on any given day, he is 
having the worst day of his life. 

Being a bit of a news watcher, I have 
decided that the national media suffers 
from the same problem. 

It may have always been this way, just 
not so in-your-face. When I try to think of 
a time when the news was truly objective 
and unbiased, I think I could look forever. 

Even before all the glam of the 24-hour 
network, networks passed along propa- 
ganda from certain groups, especially the 
government. 

Still, it was better than the news today. 
As recent as the late 60s, with Vietnam in 
full swing, America was able to look into 
the heart of the war at its true consequenc- 
es. Fast forward to 2006, and our gov- 


ernment does not want us to see the flag 
covered coffins of American soldiers. 

We watch our tanks shoot projectiles, 
but rarely see the destruction they cause, 
especially when they go off-target. Ameri- 
cans might get upset about a war they can 
really see, so they will not let us see it. 

War is but one example of how popular 
opinion can be swayed by “news.” How 
about drugs? 

There is a lot of evidence supporting the 
medical use of marijuana, yet our govern- 
ment has consistently been first in line to 
condemn and criminalize its use. 

Which station would dare run an 
objective piece with real beneficiaries of 
marijuana use with our Big Brothers at the 
FCC watching? 

How about global warming? Scientists 
agree that human behavior is at least 
partly to blame, so why the doubt? Maybe 


because major corporations like GE, who 
owns NBC, have personal interests in 
keeping things the way they are. 

Believe it or not, our news is distorted 
and does affect our attitudes. As John 
Mayer sings, “When you trust your televi- 
sion, what you get is what you got, cause 
when they own the information, 
they can bend it all they 
want.” La 

This has become quite 
clear in the 2008 presi- 
dential election. 

Each night, the 
networks load hours 
of programming with 
political insiders and 
campaign gurus. 

These people spew 
lies and skewed truths 
all night, but because 
it’s on the news, and 
usually uncontested, it 
comes across as truth. 

Furthermore, pundits like MSNBC’s Pat 
Buchanan throw in their own prejudices as 
if those are truths. 

No wonder politicians never say any- 
thing worthwhile. They know one slip of 
the tongue could mean everything. 

In the past few weeks, a group of torna- 
does ravaged five southeast states. When 
I turned on the news for details, I heard 
only speculation about the presidential 
candidates. Not news, mind you - the can- 
didates had done nothing that day. Specu- 
lation. Just talking heads killing time. 

I changed the channel to find breaking 
news: OJ Simpson’s girlfriend hospital- 
ized. Really? 

Even worse, a gunman shot up a small 


Iowa university on Valentine’s Day. 
Again, I turned on the news throughout 
the day for details. More political mumbo- 
jumbo. 

I turned it on again the next day to find 
breaking news: there was a shooting in 
Iowa. 

How much time can pass before 
news is still breaking. Complete 
with coverage this time was a 
cheesy 3-D simulation of the 

shooting. 

Glad our networks are on 

top of it their game after 
all. 

I’m still trying to decide 
exactly what it is our net- 
works do. 

As a Bill Maher fan, I find 
his show to probably be 
the most enlightening 

show on television. Un- 
fortunately, he’s on HBO, not 
ABC, because ABC fired him after com- 
ments he made shortly after 9/11. Why? 
Sponsors might pull ads. 

I also watched a lot of Imus in the 
Morning. He consistently featured major 
news figures and politicians to talk about 
issues. Fired after how many years of of- 
fensive comments? 

Why? Sponsors might pull ads. 

Now, Morning Joe has a lot of talking, 
but not a lot of news. Wow, the corpora- 
tions really are controlling what we hear. 

Somewhere along the line, the networks 
decided we needed to be safely enter- 
tained. Real ideas or real news might 
make us angry. 

Sorry folks, if I wanted to be enter- 
tained, I’d watch reruns of Full House. 


Mission: 

The Edge is a publication founded to 
serve the residents of Hays and Western 
Kansas in general. It strives to the ideal 
journalistic qualities of honesty, accura- 
cy, integrity, fairness and public service. 
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A fellow writer and associate 
recently wrote a column oppos- 
ing the wearing of seat belts. 

I couldn’t possibly 
disagree more with y 
his faulty logic. 

Mike said; 
“seat belt laws 
only affect the 
person in or 
out of the seat 
belt.” That 
is obviously 
and provably 
wrong. 

It’s nonsense! 
Total nonsense! 
First a bit of 

history about 
me and seat belts. When I was in 
college, my mother was a Nurse 
working only occasionally and 
only for one patient at a time. 

On one occasion she worked 
for a young man who was driv- 
ing a convertible which stopped. 
The car stopped, but he didn’t. 
No seat belts were used or 
legally required at the time. He 
lived. Unfortunately after sliding 
down a concrete 
highway for 
about 100 yards 
on his face, he 


—srarhwriter- 


car insurance. 
Like a pebble tossed in a pond 
the ripples spread and have 
affects far beyond the 
pebble itself which 
caused the ripples; 
family, friends, 
and associates 
and people far 
more removed 
are all af- 
fected. Like the 
pebble which 
does not note 
the weeds 
waving or 
the duckling 
rise and fall 
on the ripples, 
you do not see the affects your 
act may have. 

Had that faceless person been 
wearing a seat belt, it is likely 
that he would have had nothing 
more than bruised ribs from the 
seat belt. His medical cost would 
have likely been negligible. 

But he spent months under 
medical care and no doubt 
required medical care the rest 

of his life, 
with me and 


rann 


“Had that facelessereyors ets 


lived th t of it with 

hisitewithouts — DETSON DEEN ther insu 

face. ance rates. 
At that time, | Would 

I went aiand Wed rl ng d Seat ically like 

purchased and in- trying to 


stalled seat belts 
in my car. This 
was long before 
seat belts were 
required by law. 

Now Mike 
has the right to 
believe what he 
wants. He even 
has the right to be 
wrong, but then I 
have the right to 
point out that he is 100% wrong 
when he says it is a personal 
decision which affects no one but 
him. 

Sorry Mike, but it affects me 
and everyone else who pays for 


belt...he would 

have had nothing steer 
more than 

bruised ribs...” 


convince me, 
or anyone, that 
no one was af- 


himself? No 
effect on his 
parents? No 
effect on his 
friends? No 
effects on in- 
surances rates 
for everybody? Of course there 
may have been positive effects, 
perhaps children who saw his 
“face” were frightened enough 
from his appearance to learn to 
use seat belts. 


A bump on the head with a 
helmet becomes, without a hel- 
met, a fractured skull and tens or 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in insurance costs or death, both 
of which I have personally wit- 
nessed. I’m older than you and I 
have seen more than one car and 
motorcycle accident which re- 
sulted in serious long term injury 
and or death because no helmet 
or seat belt was used; death and 
injury which would almost cer- 
tainly not have occurred with the 
use of seat belts. 

It was not a pleasant experi- 
ence to be the one who finally 
found the body of a 21 year old 
man 200 feet from where his car 
ended up after he was thrown 
from it. His face was shoved 
deeply into soft newly plowed 
earth, mouth and nose stuffed 
with dirt, not breathing. I had to 
make a quick decision, turn him 
over and try to get the dirt out 
of his nose and mouth to open 
his breathing passages; and in so 
doing possibly be responsible for 
his death if he had a broken neck. 
It turned out to make no differ- 
ence. He was dead and I had to 
attempt to console his friend who 
stood there crying, begging me to 
tell him his friend was still alive. 

I will live the rest of my life 
remembering one of my clos- 
est childhood friends who died 
the same way. My mother was 
working that night at the hospital 
when they brought Larry in. She 
was in a room with a window 
which overlooked a similar 
window in the operating room. 
She told me that when the doctor 
made the first exploratory cut the 
blood shot up to the ceiling of 
the operating room. Did it only 
affect Larry? It affected me. It 
affected my mother who saw 
Larry, the kid from across the 
street she watched raised from a 
baby to a college student, dead 
at age 22; and it sure as hell 
affected his parents. He was an 
only child. 

Statistics are clear and obvious. 
You are far, far more likely to be 
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killed or seriously injured if you 
do not use seat belts. 

If you want to die or lose your 
face or become a quadriplegic, I 
would prefer that you not. If you 
insist I have no objection to you 
doing that if you wish. I object 
strenuously to being required to 
pay for it. 

If you want to set up a bond, 
say for 50 million dollars and 
guarantee that I don’t have to pay 
for your foolishness, knock your- 
self out. But unless you do that, 
don’t even try to convince me or 
any thinking person that no one 
is affected by your foolishness 
except you. Check the insurance 
rates! 

Knock yourself out, or cripple 
yourself, blind yourself, turn 
yourself into a vegetable on life 
support; turn yourself into a veri- 
table can of Campbell’s chunky 
soup, but don’t try to tell me that 
no one is affected except you! 

The Cops and paramedics who 
endanger themselves rushing 
to the scene of your accident 
hoping to save you are affected. 
(More Law Enforcement Of- 
ficers are killed in just that sort 


of circumstance than are killed 
by bad guys.) The nurses in the 
emergency room are affected; 
the trauma surgeon and anes- 
thesiologist, surgical nurses and 
others who thought they had the 
night off to watch their favorite 
basketball team, or have a too 
infrequent meal with their spouse 
and kids, or watch the kids play, 
or make love to their significant 
other are affected. 

The nurses’ aides who have to 
clean up the blood and gore and 
the lady who does the laundry 
are affected. The people who 
have to do the paper work and 
the coroner are affected. The Cop 
or whoever has the unpleasant 
job of informing your family is 
affected. 

We all do things both unsafe 
and foolish. People smoke and 
know they shouldn’t, or and are 
over weight and shouldn’t be, all 
endanger themselves and affect 
others. But stopping smoking 
and losing weight is far more dif- 
ficult then clicking a seat belt. 

People have many reasons and 
excuses to not click that seat belt. 
I will even admit that my mother, 
who saw a great deal of the 
tragedy resulting from not using 
seat belts, did not herself use seat 
belts. 

Why? It wrinkled her clothing! 
Wrinkles your clothing Mom? Is 
that worse than sliding 100 yards 
on concrete scrapping your face 
off? 

Sadly such warnings as mine 
will go largely ignored. The 
young have a sense of immortal- 
ity. 

It can’t happen to me! Surpris- 
ingly statistics show that even 
when a young person sees a close 
friend or relative die they be- 
come more careful drivers for no 
more than three months before 
they revert to old habits. 

Here is another statistic for 
you. Young people poke fun 
at elderly drivers, (like me) 
complaining that Olde Pharts 
are dangerous and lousy drivers. 
Well yes, that’s true although far 
less true than you think. Drivers 
up into their 70’s have fewer ac- 
cidents than drivers up to age 25. 
You have to be in your 80’s to 
be as dangerous as a 16-25 year 
old. Bet you didn’t know that did 
you? 

-Staff writer C.E. “Bud” 
Brann can be emailed at 
cebrann@ruraltel.net 
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Call and the Guidon’ 


Hays High journalists compete at contest 
Contest Itinerary 


BY ALLYSON KLAUS 

Making a newspaper, or any publication for that matter, is not 
always as easy as one thinks. Much time and effort goes into brain- 
storming ideas, interviewing subjects, writing stories, taking pictures 
and getting everything to fit neatly on the pages. 

In order for the average reader to better understand the hard labor 
that goes into producing a publication, the staff of the Hays High Gui- 
don newspaper and the staff of the Hays High Indian Call yearbook 
allowed the Edge Newspaper to follow it and chronicle its day at a 
regional journalism competition in Wichita. 

Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2008 

1:30 p.m. The Guidon staff has meets for an hour and a half every 
other school day. Today, students are working frantically to finish 
their carry-in entries. Carry-in events include Theme Development/ 
Graphics, Advertising, Headline Writing, Infographics, Yearbook 
Layout and Newspaper Design. 

3:30 p.m. Seven yearbook staffers along with 11 members of the 
Guidon staff and instructor Bill Gasper leave Hays High to travel to 
Wichita for the competition. 

6:18 p.m. The student journalists arrive in Wichita and do some 
shopping at Towne East Square. 

8:00 p.m. Next, the group eats supper. Eating at the Olive Garden 
is a tradition that the group observes when they go on this trip every 
year. 
9:24 p.m. The journalists head to the hotel where they spend the 
night. 
Thursday, Feb. 21, 2008 
5:40 a.m. One member of the staff calls the editor-in-chief and asks 

if she can borrow a towel from him. There are four girls staying in her i What ss ihe Gulia 
room and only three towels. The editor-in-chief only has one room- 
mate and therefore an extra towel. However, he is a bit unhappy to be 
woken up so early in the morning. 

7:00 a.m. The rest of the staff wakes up and eats breakfast at the 


A: It’s a student-published paper at Hays High had to scrounge up whoever 
dealing with events and concepts students are con- _ we could find. It is more of 
cerned about or find appealing. a magazine style, which the 

Q: What is a typical day like in newspaper class? _ students seem to find more 


hotel. 


7:43 a.m. Gilbert, the bus driver, takes the group to Wichita State 


where it will compete. 


A: It’s very advanced work. People are focused 
and never chatting and playing games on their com- 
puters. They’re always writing articles and prepar- 


appealing. And hopefully, it 
will become an all-Kansas 
newspaper. 


7:50 a.m. Staff members claim their territory in the student union. ing for contest. Q: Where can readers find the Guidon? 

9:00 a.m. Those students who will compete in an on-site event at- Q: How has the Guidon improved this year? A: It is available at Hays High and occasionally 
end the introductory meeting, where they receive some rules for their A: A lot. The design aspect has improved overall, at Hastings and the FHSU Union. The online edi- 
events. and we have more experienced writers as opposed tion is available at www.hayshighguidon.com. 
9:15 a.m. The staff members are back from their meeting and 


diligently prepare for their competition by playing Tetris, drinking too . Ps 
much coffee and getting a few more minutes of sleep to make up for - - S J O U r Nn a | st S SO U Nn O 
he sleep they didn’t get the night before. 
“Before going into compete, Michael Raven was freaking out,” said “I actually began yearbook in the 8th grade, where I was an editor. I really enjoyed creat- 


Mallory Skiles, a junior and editor-in-chief of the Indian Call year- 
book. “He drank two giant cups of coffee and was pacing back and 
forth, because he was so nervous. He couldn’t sit still for more than 


ing layouts, it was a way to show my creative side without having to actually do artwork. I 

knew I wanted to do yearbook in high school, so my sophomore year I was asked to be on 

en minutes, and he could not stop shaking. It was kind of funny.” staff, and I accepted. Then this year, I was asked to be an assistant editor, and I absolutely 
9:16 a.m. Instructor Bill Gasper jokingly suggests that students love it. It’s so amazing to be a part of something that is strictly by the students and for the 


study the AP stylebook and practice for their events. students.” 

9:30 a.m. The first session of competitions begins. Hays High -Sabree Leglieter, junior, Assistant Editor of the Indian Call 
students go off to compete in Feature Writing, Editorial Writing, Edi- 

orial Cartoon and Yearbook Sports Writing. 

10:00 a.m. While they are not away at competition, students hang 
out in the student union. 

“T enjoyed just hanging out with people who had the same interests \ 
as me,” junior Laila Jaradat said. “We all seemed to lift each other up 
and really root for each other at the competition.” 

11:10 a.m. Some members of the staff depart for competitions in 
Yearbook Copy Writing, News Writing, Newspaper Sports Writing, 
Cutline (caption) Writing and Editing. 

12:40 p.m. All students have returned from their competitions and 
eat lunch before the long bus ride home. 

4:15 p.m. Everyone arrives home safely. 

5:00 p.m. Nine Hays High journalists and one yearbook student 
receive the good news that they placed in their competition and get to 
go to the state competition on May 2 at Lawrence. 

“The highlight of the day jag: 

had to be our journalism 
having the third most state 
qualifiers of any school 
with 12, up from five last 
year,” said junior and Gui- 
don Sports Editor Thayne 


“T have always loved photography and sports, and being a member in yearbook allows 
me to be on the sidelines during sporting events and take some really good action shots at 
games. I also knew that yearbook would be a great opportunity to meet new people, and 
experience new things like the journalism competition.” 

-Laila Jaradat, junior, photographer and writer for the Indian Call 


“Mr. Gasper recruited me to be on staff, and I like to write for the Guidon to try to get 
involved in the school.” 
-Thayne Griffin, junior, Sports Editor for the Guidon 


“My favorite thing about being on staff is that what I write gets to be more than just the 
product of my efforts to get a good grade. In English you have to bend over backwards to 
write the best essays possible, and you do so knowing that they'll be read by one person 
and then filed away forever.” 

-John Cook, senior, reporter and columnist for the Guidon 


Results 


Grade: Name: Place: Category: 
12 Lindsey Dinkel om Cutline Writing 


Griffin. “Hopefully this 5 aie es z ae ae pee iti 
year we can come back ayne Griffin ; ewspaper Sports Writing 
with more state placers 12 Derek Kandt 3 Infographics 
than we did last year, too 12 Derek Kandt H.M. Newspaper Design 
and be an all-Kansas news- 12 Allyson Klaus he News Writing 
paper. I think we have a good chance of doing both.” 12) Allyson Klaus 31 Newspaper Design 
vot High was one of 24 schools that competed in the SA/6A com- 12 Sheldon Niernberger Qnd Infographics 
petition. ; eos 
“We qualified 10 people in 12 events, which is outstanding,” Gasper me eylee Ballisee ts Edtoral ee moot 
said. “I'm absolutely giddy.” 11 Michael Raven H.M. News Writing 
Reporter Allyson Klaus is a staff member for both the Hays High 12 Rachel Schultz 2m Editing we 
Guidon and The Edge. Be Aimee Younger H.M. Headline Writing 
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Last month, the Kansas Sampler Foundation an- 
nounced the 8 Wonders of Kansas, a list of the 
top attractions in the state, as decided 


decided to make a list of the 


sooner and stay well longer.” Or in other words, come 
in fat, leave skinny. 


a glimpse into the past, when 


by a popular vote. 5) Old Fort Hays 
Well, in that same spirit, we’ve ‘~) © a This former military fort offers 


8 Wonders of Hays, the top 
attractions of our city. 
Since The Edge is not a 
democracy, though, our list 
is entirely decided by the staff 
and is completely subjective. 
Wonders are listed in order of 
importance, with # 1 being the top won- 
der of Hays. If you disagree, or if we made a 
gregarious error and forgot something, drop us a letter 
or an email. Enjoy. 


8) Precision Valley Golf Center 

Where else locally can you get the opportunity to 
putt a hole in one and rub it in your friend’s face, all 
while enjoying the sights and sounds of a scenic, if not 
natural, waterway? 


7) Fox Pavilion 

Got to give credit where credit is due. After a 
complete renovation, this historic theater now offers a 
variety of entertainment services and has been a boon 
to the community. 


6) The Center for Health Improvement 

This state of the art workout and rehabilitation facil- 
ity offers more ways to get in shape than could be 
listed, all at an affordable membership cost. “Get well 


Big Creek¢ 


th Tate 
Runs eager Ro 


South MainStreet mimes 
ees 


Hays was truly a small outpost 
Ud on the great frontier of the 


west. 


of Hays 4) Sternberg Museum of 


Natural History 
Prehistoric fossils. Life-size 
robotic dinosaurs. This museum will 
give you a glimpse into what the world was 
like when Kansas was but part of an ocean. The giant 
fish-within-a-fish fossil is a must see. 


3) Big Creek 
This creek really adds a touch of natural beauty to 
Hays, especially as it winds through Frontier Park. 


2) Oktoberfest 

Okay, so this may be an event and not a place, unlike 
other entries on the list. But still, Oktoberfest is so 
big, it just has to be here. Helicopters, police officers, 
booths selling German foods, Fort Hays State home- 
coming activities, and of course beer -- lots and lots of 
beer. 


1) Fort Hays State University 

What list about Hays would be complete without Fort 
Hays State? This really is a no-brainer #1. FHSU is the 
heart and soul of Hays. Go Tigers. 


1] 


Oktoberfest 
Frontier Rank 


Held, annually. 


q 


Old Fort Hays 
State Historic Site 
W472) Highway1'83 Alt. 


Lisl? 4 


__8Wonders of Hays 
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Wal-Mart 

It’s a 24-hour shopping mecca. You can practically see a vortex outside it suck- 
ing in people and their money. Unfortunately, it is really not unique to Hays and is 
thus disqualified. 


Shar Dust Skating Rink 

This definitely would have been a contender for the top eight, except for the fact 
that it went out of business several months ago and is now being converted into of- 
fice space or something. Maybe the city will step up and build a taxpayer-financed 
skating rink someday? 


The Mall 

With the recent closures of both Klines and Midwest Drug, along with other 
stores the last few years, The Mall just doesn’t quite make the 8 Wonders of Hays. 
However, with recent news that new stores are coming in to fill of those empty 
spaces, The Mall could definitely make it back into 8 Wonders territory next year. 
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We are not the ‘dumb generation 


I recently turned on the news to hear a 
piece entitled “The Dumb Generation.” 
The title immediately grabbed my atten- 
tion. 

As I continued watching, the reporter 
made a statement that teenagers today do 
not know many important things about 
history and literature. 

He went on to ask high school students 
a few simple questions such as “When did 
Columbus discover America?” and “When 
was the Civil War fought?” 

Of course, a few of the students he 
asked did not know the correct answer 
to these questions, but when the reporter 
received a correct answer (which he did 
several times) from students, he seemed 
surprised. 

His response, as well as the title of the 
piece, was very biased. 

Apparently this idea that teens are not 
smart enough was generated from a recent 
study that surveyed teenagers about these 
types of issues (as I later read about the 
same thing from a different source). 

Perhaps I am offended by this piece 
because I fall into this category, but I 
think any adult who is willing to label our 


generation as dumb needs to take a good, 
hard look at the individuals of his own 
generation. 

To me the label of “the dumb gen- 
eration” is a comparative statement: our 
generation is dumber than 
other generations. 
Well, let me tell you 
that if you asked 
adults the same 
questions, many 
of them would 
not be able to 
answer correctly 
either. 

Yet the reporter 
must have just 
assumed that 
adults must know 
this information, 
because not once 
did he question 
their intelligence. Ignorance does not exist 
only in a specific category of people but in 
society as a whole. 

Besides this, times are changing. The 
survey resulted in the conclusion that 
teens are less concerned with remember- 


ing dates and events and more concerned 
with being able to analyze information. Of 
course they are; they have new, quicker 
methods of finding information such as 
the internet. 
It is more important to know how to 
think critically, solve problems and 
communicate answers to others. 
This is what we are taught, and 
it is what we will use most 
in the future. 
Should we need to recall 
a historical event, we 
can now find the answer 
within a matter of sec- 
onds with the invention 
of the internet. 
Students, myself 
included, think Why will 
I have to remember what 
year the Magna Carta 
was written in? I dont 
even live in England. So we remember it 
for the test, and it is quickly forgotten in 
order to make room for new, more neces- 
sary information. 
In the defense of my generation, there 
is more history now than there has ever 
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been. We have to learn 30 more years 
worth of information than our parents did, 
and a lot can happen in 30 years. 

Students do and always should make up 
the most intelligent generation. We may 
not have the wisdom and experience of 
our elders, but for 35 hours a week, we are 
immersed in the learning of many facts 
and skills. 

Our minds are constantly filled with new 
information, and it has been proven that 
our younger brains are more capable of 
learning and retaining information than 
the brains of individuals in their thirties 
and forties. 

I’m not saying there should not be any 
concern that teens do not know these 
things. 

Understanding history and being able 
to identify and apply themes of popular 
literature are essential in making informed 
decisions regarding the future. 

However, students should be recognized 
for their abilities which have and will be 
used to better society. 

They do not deserve to be categorized, 
labeled and criticized by the media for 
their inability to remember a few dates. 


Oscars are an over-hyped waste of time 


You know, it’s about time 
somebody came out and said it. 
And that person is going to be 
me. 

Screw the Oscars. 

For what it’s worth, the Oscars 
have not contributed 
anything gener- 
ally worthwhile 


aren’t doing anything more than 
just pretending is a little ludi- 
crous at best, but more along the 
lines of downright stupid. Here’s 
why. 

Once a year (for each set of 

awards), we get to watch 

a handful of society’s 
most pretentious, 


contrived, and 
over-exposed 
idiots flaunt 


to society other 
than something 
to cuss and 


discuss at their money 
the coffee and their toys, 
maker/water all in the name 
cooler/lounge of seeing who 
room the next can do the best 
day. impression 
That’s the of a fake (or 


short version. 
For those who 
can’t seem to believe that 
somebody would dare attack the 
Oscars, continue reading. 

Let me put it this way: screw 
the Oscars, the Emmys, all of 
them. 

To me, the whole concept of 
having awards for people who 


sometimes real) 
character. Isn’t 
there something better we can 
be doing with the money and 
time wasted on inflating these 
peoples’ egos? 

Don’t get me wrong. I’m not 
knocking actors for doing what 
they do. Honestly, I respect 
quite a few of them for the work 


they do and how they do it. I’m 
knocking the over-hyped stupid- 
ity that comes around to blight 
society once a year. 

Honestly, I rank the Oscars just 
below election year politics in 
moronic qualities. And for good 
reason. 

Sensationalist media behavior 
has turned what used to be a 
respectable ceremony (about 80 
years ago anyway) into an orgy 
of gossip and dirty laundry. 

Which of course, after the 
ceremony is over, we still have to 
be subject to the crap for the rest 
of the year in the form of who’s- 
been-nailing-who. How is this 
honestly productive to society? 

Okay, I know some of you 
are claiming the entertainment 
factor, but honestly, if you want 
entertainment, go see the movies 
they’re talking about. 

While I wouldn’t normally 
trust the Academy to make a 
decently informed decision half 
the time, some of the stuff they 
come up with isn’t half bad. That 


Nn Video Cart, 


: pesia" Ons 


Grapn'* 


Online opin 


Make Your Voice Heard! 


Join a fun, exciting and 
rewarding activity, while building 
your resume and portfolio. 

No experience necessary. 


Email us at edgenewspaper@gmail.com; www.TheOnlineEdge.net 


‘| 
being said, I still think they’re all 
idiots, but that’s beside the point. 

Let me put it this way: instead 
of blowing ridiculous amounts of 
money on seeing who can play 
dress up in the most expensive 
and non-trendy fashion for the 
purpose of having a group of 
overly pretentious and over-paid 
individuals tell you that you can 
play pretend better than every- 
one else, why don’t we just tell 
everyone you’ re better, save the 
money on the award statues, the 
shows, the dresses, suits, clothes 
and everything else, and try bal- 
ancing the federal budget? 

Or at least feeding the millions 
of people in this very country 


that can barely make enough 
money to even keep themselves 
fed, let alone their families. 

Tharp on things a lot, but for 
good reason. This country is 
notorious for being ignorant of 
the real issues that need to be ad- 
dressed in the name of flaunting 
what little class we don’t even 
have. 

It’s one thing to have an awards 
show, and ultimately, despite my 
rants and reasoning, I still admit 
that the Academy Awards are at 
least justifiable in some senses, 
but the moronic hype surround- 
ing it is entirely uncalled for in 
the face of more pressing issues 
at hand. 


1305 Main Street, Hays 
M-F: 7 a.m- 3 p.m. 
Sat.: 7 a.m. - noon 


785-621-BAKE 


GRADUATION: °?“"“" 
YOU PROVIDE THE TASSELS 
WE'LL PROVIDE THE CAKE 


Gift Sachets 
www.augustinesbakery.com 


Be sure to order early! 
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trombone) Joann® 


Untjplays alto sax, and Brian Keller plays tenor 


sax -while iiewerformingjwith the Fort Hays State Percussion Ensemble 
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New site brings students, employers together 


Fort Hays State University’s Office of 
Career Services has announced the launch 
of a consortium Web site, Hire Kansas Tal- 
ent, that provides employers with a cen- 
tralized location to post jobs just once and 
have those jobs reach a large number of 
highly qualified candidates at all member 
schools in the state of Kansas. Hire Kansas 
Talent is a collaborative effort of career 
services offices within the state’s four-year 
public universities. 

Leveraging a system created by career 
services research, FHSU’s Career Services 
consortium Web site is located at www. 
hirekansastalent.com. It is an easy-to-use 
site that enables employers to post jobs for 
free and have them automatically distrib- 
uted electronically to all member schools. 
Students at each of the member schools 
can view the postings at their respective 


career service office’s Web site or resume 
database and job-posting system. As a re- 
sult of implementing this system, students 
benefit from seeing a much larger number 
of opportunities in the area. 

“We are very excited about the launch of 
this new Web site,” said Dan Rice, director 
of Career Services at FHSU, “as it exem- 
plifies our organization’s focus on enhanc- 
ing employment opportunities for Kansas 
graduates and fostering quality partner- 
ships between employers and four-year 
public schools in Kansas. We believe this 
collaborative effort will entice employers 
to continue to pursue Kansas talent.” 

Six other Kansas universities are partici- 
pating: Emporia State University, Kansas 
State University, Pittsburg State Univer- 
sity, the University of Kansas, Washburn 
University and Wichita State University. 
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Researcher on images in advertising 
comes to Beach/Schmidt on March 10 


Freedom from rigid sex roles, addic- 
tion, denial, manipulation and censorship 
is the emphasis of “The Naked Truth: 
Advertising’s Image of Women,” a slide 
and lecture presentation by Dr. Jean 


Kilbourne, acclaimed author and lecturer, 


at 7:30 p.m. Monday, March 10, in the 
Beach/Schmidt Per- 


co-authored with Diane E. Levin, will be 
published in August by Ballantine. 

Kilbourne examines images in advertis- 
ing with the incisive wit and irony that 
have delighted and enlightened her audi- 
ences for years. 

With expert knowledge, insight, humor 
and commitment, she 


forming Arts Center 
in Sheridan Hall on 
the Fort Hays State 
University campus. 

A book signing will 
follow the presenta- 
tion. Both are free 
and open to the 
public. Kilbourne’s 
appearance at FHSU 
is sponsored by the 
university’s office of 
Diversity Affairs. 

Kilbourne was 
named by The New 
York Times Magazine 
as one of the three 
most popular speakers 
on college campuses 
today. 

Her book “Can’t Buy My Love: How 
Advertising Changes the Way We Think 
and Feel” won the Distinguished Publi- 
cation Award from the Association for 
Women in Psychology in 2000. 

She is also known for her award-win- 
ning documentaries “Killing Us Softly,” 
“Slim Hopes,” and “Calling the Shots.” 
Her new book, “So Sexy So Soon: The 
New Sexualized Childhood and What 
Parents Can Do to Protect Their Kids,” 


can’t buy 


HOW ADVERTISING CHANGES 


jean kilbourne 


"| brings her audiences to 
see that, although ads 
may seem harmless and 
silly, they add up to a 

| powerful form of cultur- 
al conditioning. She is 

= known for her ability to 
present provocative top- 
ics in a way that unites 
rather than divides, that 
encourages dialogue, 
and that moves and 
empowers people to take 
action in their own and 
in society’s interest. 

She explores the 
relationship of me- 
dia images to actual 
problems in the society, 
such as violence, the 
sexual abuse of children, rape and sexual 
harassment, pornography and censorship, 
teenage pregnancy, addiction and eating 
disorders. She also educates her audiences 
about the primary purpose of the mass 
media, which is to deliver audiences to 
advertisers. 

For more information, visit www. 
jeankilbourne.com. For more informa- 
tion on the March 10 lecture, call Hollie 
Bailey, (785) 656-2599. 


Rodeo Club receives donation of top- quality guarterhorse mare 


Ms. Bar Tens Legacy, a 
registered quarterhorse mare 
with more than $20 million of 
cutting-horse competition win- 
nings in her family tree, has been 
donated to the Fort Hays State 
University Rodeo Club by Henry 
and Chandra Steckman, owners 
of HS Performance Horses in 
Manchester, Kan. 

“We are very appreciative of 
the Steckman’s investment in our 
future,” said Dr. Garry Brower, 
rodeo team coach and associate 
professor of agriculture at FHSU. 
“Our current plan is to first break 
her to drive under harness and 
then start her training for riding 
in another month or so. The mare 
has a nice quiet mind and we are 
confident that she will be an asset 
to our program.” 

The Steckmans donated the 
mare with the purpose that either 
she could be trained and used 
by the Rodeo Club or be used to 
create scholarship funds at a later 
date, said Brower. 

“She will not only be used in 
the rodeo program, but she will 
also serve as an educational aid 
for several students who will be 
involved with her training,” said 
Brower. 

Brower said Ms. Bar Tens 
Legacy is from the famous King 
Ranch line of cutting horses. Her 
grand sire, Peppy San Badger, 
was until recently the all-time 
leading sire of National Cutting 
Horse Association competition 
cutting horses. His progeny have 
won more than $20 million in 
NCHA competitions. Her grand 
dam, Ms. Bar Bobs Legacy, was 
also a winner of many NCHA 
cutting horse competitions. 


Photo by. Brandon Worf 
rider perionne during last\yeams annual Fort Hays State University, Rodeo event: 
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BY ALLYSON KLAUS 

Imagine being eight years old 
and dealing with abusive and/or 
absent parents or family mem- 
bers every day. 

You constantly live in fear and 
frustration knowing that no mat- 
ter what you may accomplish, 
no one will be proud of you and 
love you for it. 

You must watch your parents 
do things you know aren’t good 
for them, and you have no con- 
trol over the situation. 

In fact, it has control over you 
as your parents often take their 
anger out on you. 

And worst of all, you have no 
one to turn to with your prob- 
lems. 

In the world we live in today, 
this is an all too common situ- 
ation. However, for the last 12 
years, St. Francis Community 
Services has worked towards 
overcoming this problem in the 
Hays community. 

“Our mission is to be an instru- 
ment of healing for children, 
youths and families in spirit, 
mind and body, so they live re- 
sponsibly and productively with 
purpose and hope,” said Linda 
Street, the Area Director for the 
Hays and Colby offices of St. 
Francis Community Services.. 

The organization, which until 
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across the state, including one on 
Seventh Street in Hays. 

“There are different programs 
within St. Francis,” Street said. 
“What we do is we have a 
contract with Social Rehabilita- 
tion Services to provide direct 
services to children whom the 
court system has removed from 
their home for some reason or 
another.” 

Two of the main programs that 
the Hays branch offers are the 
Family Preservation Program 
and the Foster Care Homes 
Program. 

First, the Family Preservation 
Program exists to provide servic- 
es to families who may be able to 
improve their own situation. 

In this case, children are not 
always referred through court 
involvement, and families 
need more basic, shorter-term 
improvement in areas such as 
parenting or cleanliness. 

St. Francis assists in this 
improvement in a manner that 
allows the child to remain in the 
home. 

Secondly, the Foster Care 
Homes Program sponsors foster 
homes and offers services to fos- 
er parents who take children into 
heir homes. It is their respon- 
sibility to meet with the family 
monthly to see how the child is 


homes in the area, Street said 


A Helping Hand... 
St. Francis Community Services assists local children, families 


| 


Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 


Lord, make us instruments 
of your peace. 
Where there is hatred 
let us sow love; 

Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is discord, union; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 
Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; 
Where there is sadness, joy. 


Grant that we may not 
so much seek 
To be consoled as to console; 
To be understood 
as to understand; 
To be loved as to love. 


For it is in giving 
that we receive; 
It is in pardoning 
that we are pardoned; 
And it is in dying that we are 
born to eternal life. 


Amen 


kids often end up getting pulled 


workers. 
“T see what the agency goes 
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service to these families, then 
they’d be put into other com- 
munities, and it’d be more of a 


through in trying to please every- 
body,” Street said. “It’s a tough 
job, and if they didn’t really have 
the heart for what the kids are 
going through, they wouldn’t be 
able to do it. It’s very demand- 
ing.” 

However demanding the job 
may be, though, St. Francis is 
committed to defending those 
children who don’t have a 
voice of their own. While their 
contribution to the community 
may be overlooked, they play an 
important role. 

“T think within the community 
itself we have the influence in 
that we are providing the safe 
alternate environment for chil- 
dren who have been abused and 
neglected,” Street said. “And so, 
if we weren’t her to provide that 


from their family, friends and ex- 
tended family, and this creates an 
often difficult job for St. Francis 


doing and to see if the family 
needs any help or resources. 
With a shortage of foster 


recently was known as St. Fran- 
cis Academy, is a national orga- 
nization with several branches 


VOUR COLOR COPY HEAROUARTERS 
515 west 27th @ west Dillons 


Color Copies 
Large Format Printing 


Same Day T-Shirts 
Posters - Banners 


Ranked #1 in the region for sales and 
customer satisfaction 3 months in a row. 
Come celebrate with us! 


hardship for them.” 

As a not-for-profit agency, St. 
Francis relies on funding from its 
contract through the state as well 
as contributions from donators. 
Besides working with children 
and families in the community, 
staff members work diligently to 
arrange fundraisers. 

“We do a kids camp where we 
take foster kids and send them to 
a camp at Rock Springs Ranch,” 
Street said. “Special events like 
that are made possible through 
fundraising.” 

Though Street said her job is 
demanding at times, she gener- 
ally enjoys her work. 

“I’m very proud of the work 
I do,” she said. “I think that we 
provide a great service.” 


need 
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Roger Clemens 

The big story in 
baseball is this Clem- 
ens thing. t 

Last month, several 
other baseball stars 
admitted to using 
illegal performance 
enhancing drugs. 
Some indicted Clemens for same. 

Clemens has been fighting like 
a truly innocent man from the 
very start. Is he telling the truth? 
With the help of our tax dollars, 
Congress may find out 
some day. 


LB 


College Basket- 7 
ball 

Memphis was the 
final undefeated 
team to lose this 
year, with a loss 
last weekend to 


Zednick lost five pints 
of blood after his carotid 
artery was accidentally 
slashed by a teammates 
skate. 

Zednick had the pres- 
ence of mind to rush off 
the ice for assistance as 
blood spewed from the 
neck wound. Zednick, fortunate- 
ly, was released from the hospital 


just days later. I haven’t cringed 


that much at a sporting event 
since I last tried watching golf. 


High School bas- 
ketball 

The season is 
about to come 
to an end as 
area teams 
head for 
substate, then 

state tourna- 


Tennessee. ff ments. Hays 
That should bode ! High gets a 

well for Kansas, mon first round 

but in February, ~SportSEditor- home 

the Jayhawks game against 

already started to Hutchinson. 

slide. A win their should mean a shot 


Usually we have to wait until 
March for this type of behavior. 
But count me in for the Hawks. 
With one of the most balanced 
lineups in America, they are 
more than capable of staying in it 
until the end. 


Hockey 
Florida Panther player Richard 


at the No. 1 seed McPherson at 
Great Bend. 

The girls are a little less lucky, 
taking on Great Bend in Great 
Bend. The Lady Panthers have 
already knocked off the strug- 
gling Hays squad twice, but 
anything is possible. Hays nearly 
pulled off a late upset there last 
month. 


first round draft picks. 


the February trade deadline with championship 
caliber teams looking to add the “missing piece” 
and lottery teams looking to unload salary and fur- 
ther their rebuilding efforts. Several major names 
changed addresses, including Shaquille O’Neal, 
Jason Kidd, and Pau Gasol. Here’s a look at how I 
think these major trades will pan out. 


1) The Memphis Grizzlies send Pau Gasol to the 
Lakers for Kwame Brown, Javarris Crit- 
tenton, Aaron McKie and a couple SS 


-The Lakers pretty much stole 
27-year-old former All-Star 
forward Pau Gasol without 
giving away anything of value. 
For the Grizzlies, they'll keep 
losing, just like before -- only 
more often, and increase their 
chances of winning the top pick 
in next year’s draft, while gain- 
ing plenty of salary cap space 
to sign free agents next year. 

For the Lakers, though, this 
move has already vaulted them towards 
the top of the heap in the extremely competitive 
Western Conference. A finger injury to Kobe Bry- 
ant has put some doubt on their chances, but when 
the young up-and-coming center Andrew Bynum 
returns from injury, the Lakers will be a force to be 
reckoned with come the playoffs. 

Lakers: They should be arrested for this heist. A+ 

Grizzlies: They should have at least gotten one 
young gun in return. D 
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2) Shaquille O’Neal moves from Miami to the 
Suns in exchange for Shawn Marion and Marcus 
Banks. 

-This is by far the riskiest trade made this year. 
The Suns were leading the Western Conference 
with their patented run-and-gun style when they 
traded their versatile, disgruntled forward Shawn 
Marion and little used point guard Marcus Banks 
for an aging Shaq Diesel and his $20 million con- 
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tract. After coming up short in the playoffs the last 
few years, they’ve brought the beef in to give them 
an inside presence and move Amare Stoudemire 
from center to his preferred power forward spot. 
While the trade hasn’t sizzled off the bat, I think 
if Shaq can stay healthy (a big if), come playoff- 
time the Suns will be tough to beat. For Miami, the 
Heat’s season was already tanked, the 2006 title 
long-forgotten, and it was time to move on. 
Heat: They rid themselves of O’Neal’s ridiculous 
contract and get a test run at a star entering his 
prime. A 
Suns: A risky move, but one that could 
pay off big in the playoffs. B 


3) Dallas acquires Jason Kidd, Malik 
Allen and Antoine Wright from New 
Jersey for (formerly retired) Keith Van 
Horn, Devin Harris, Trenton Hassell, 
Maurice Ager, DeSagana Diop and a 

couple first round draft picks. 

-Dallas just gave away its future (25- 

year-old point guard Devin Harris) 

to win now with soon-to-be 35- 

year-old point guard Jason Kidd. 
The Mavs have been stuttering since their 
collapse in the finals against the Heat in 2006 and 
first round elimination at the hands of Golden State 
last year. 

While Kidd lacks the quickness or scoring ability 
of Harris, even at his advanced age Kidd is still one 
of the best distributors in the game and can ignite 
Dallas’ fast break with his excellent rebounding for 
a guard. 

He also is a grizzled vet with finals experience 
and should be a coach on the floor for the talented 
Mavs. In New Jersey, Harris gives the team a fresh 
look. 

Even if the Nets do not make the playoffs, 
Harris’s development should guarantee the team a 
bright future. 

Dallas: If they don’t at least make the finals with 
Kidd, could Avery Johnson be out the door? B+ 

Nets: They got a great young point guard and a 
good backup center. The future looks bright. A 
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‘The real 
SCOOP... 


By Mike Goursom 


The New York Times ran 
a front-page story alleging 
that John McCain had an 
affair with a lobbyist. What’s 
the big deal? I thought all 
politicians were in bed with 
lobbyists. 


Some people have been 
saying the country is headed 
for a recession. Upon hearing 
this, President Bush grabbed 
his jacket and called the 
monkey bars on the way out 
the door. 


The Hollywood writer’s 
strike ended this month. 
Whew, now all those reality 
television folks can go back 
to their scripted lives. 


Kansans voted for Mike 
Huckabee in the Republican 
primary last month. Hucka- 
bee had previously admitted 
to not believing in evolution. 
After nominating a candidate 
like Huckabee, it’s obvious 
Kansans don’t either. 


Fidel Castro announced that 
he will not be running for 
another term as Cuban presi- 
dent. An audible sigh from 
the south could be heard until 
the Cuban populace realized 
they never even elected him 
in the first place. 


In an age when technology is flourish- 
ing, international travel is higher than ever 
and educational possibilities are endless, 

Fort Hays State University and its Chinese 
partner, Sias International University, are col- 
laborating on a unique study abroad program 
for Kansas students. 

Undergraduate students at any of the six 
universities governed by the Kansas Board 
of Regents (Emporia State; Fort Hays State; 
Kansas State, including Salina; Pittsburg 
State; Kansas, including the Medical Center; 
and Wichita State universities) have the op- 
portunity to spend an academic year studying 
at Sias starting in the fall 2008 semester. 

The program includes 15 credit hours of 
uition and fees per semester, room, board, 
books and expenses for eight major field trips 
including Beijing, Xian (pronounced sheON), 
Zhengzhou (pronounced JUNGjoe), Shang- 
hai and other cities within Henan Province 
where Sias is located. It also includes two 
roundtrip airfares from Kansas to Zhengzhou, 
China, for students to visit home once during 
he program. The entire program is available 
for the cost of $12,000. 

Carol Solko-Olliff, director of international 
and disabled students services at FHSU, said 
his program differs from most study abroad 
experiences because it is an “educational and 
cultural package” that includes guided tour- 
ism travel. 

“The cultural experience will be as much 
of a benefit in educational experience as the 
actual courses the students will take,” said 
Solko-Olliff. 

FHSU student Chelsey Fisher, Hays senior, 
studied at Sias for four weeks over the sum- 
mer. She said the university tries hard to mix 
Chinese and Western cultures. As the first 
solely American-owned university in central 
China, Sias is where “East meets West” and 
contains Western influence amidst the abun- 
dance of Chinese culture. 
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FHSU study abroad program expanded 


“The campus itself looked extremely differ- 
ent than the city,” Fisher said. “Their admin- 
istrative building on the front side is made to 
look like Tiananmen Square and on the back 
side it’s made to look like the White House. 
It’s all one building to show the ties between 
America and the Chinese.” 

She said the campus is about the same 
size as FHSU, but with 17,000 students. She 
described the campus as very pretty, with a 
river running through it. 

The year-long program operates on the 
Chinese academic year. The fall semester is 
from September to December, and the spring 
semester is from February to June. Each 
semester, students will take seven credits of 
Chinese language, three credits of Chinese 
culture, three credits of FHSU courses or 
additional Sias courses and two credits of 
electives, such as Chinese painting, cooking, 
folk song, dance, martial arts or others. All 
courses are taught in English. 

“They were very accommodating,” said 
Fisher. “Just being over there, you’re going 
to learn more than you can from a book with 
all the experiences and meeting people and 
seeing it first hand.” 

For FHSU students, the credits transfer 
as exchange courses. Students who take an 
applicable elective course may be able to 
receive a minor in Chinese. FHSU students 
are considered enrolled at FHSU and are 
still eligible to receive financial aid. Schol- 
arships and grants through the Office of 
Student Affairs are available. Students from 
other Regents universities must contact their 
registrars and international studies offices for 
transcript and financial aid requirements and 
for guidance on transferability. 

Select courses required for majors at stu- 
dents’ home universities are available at Sias 
as well. 

Students will live with other international 
students. Western food prepared by an Amer- 
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ican chef will be available. Other on-campus 
resources include a gymnasium, swimming 
pool, health clinic, banking facilities and 
numerous recreational activities. Sias also 
employs 100 foreign faculty members who 
are able to help international students. 

“The people are really friendly and if you 
have anything you need or have any ques- 
tions, they’re going to help you,” said Fisher. 

Sias is located in Xinzheng (pronounced 
shinJUNG), a city of 300,000 people near 
the Yellow River in Henan Province. It is the 
birthplace of the first Chinese emperor and 
is rich in history and tradition, but the city is 
becoming more modern. 

“Once we got out of Sias, not really anyone 
knew English, so we couldn’t really make a 
lot of conversation, but we tried to get out 
and experience as much as we could away 
from the group as well as experiencing a lot 
in the group too,” said Fisher. 

She said she had to make cultural adjust- 
ments, such as getting used to people staring 
at her or wanting pictures, because they have 
never seen a foreigner. 

“Everywhere we went, everyone would say 
hello, because it was the one English word 
they would know, but I don’t know if they 
were shy or what, because we would walk 
past and then two seconds later, all of a sud- 
den we would hear, ‘Hello!’ said Fisher. 

Students from any of the six Regents 
universities are eligible to apply. They must 
be full-time undergraduate students with a 
minimum cumulative 3.0 GPA and be able to 
pay the $12,000 cost. A one-semester, $6,000 
option is available. 

Thirty slots are available. The application 
deadline is March 31. Students from all Re- 
gents schools may submit applications to the 
Office of Student Affairs at FHSU, 600 Park 
St., Hays, KS 67601. Call (785) 628-4276 
or visit www.fhsu.edu/internationalization/ 
studyabroad.html for more information. 
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